rl 


OP Fees 
oh <, 


AN oS! 


=F 


Lk 


‘, aN il ‘ VI F f N y SACI TR. 


ee 


———— 


fNo. 23, 


SEZNION. 


Al 


MATTHEW 


: , . - ee . 
For the Son | juan si; all l con Li the 
7 ae 


and i h Le Sidi FEW t 
and 


. . 
so he 1s to 


AS Christ is the Cre 
Governor of the world; 
be the final Judge - +» oe 
Father hath committed a I] judgment 
unto the Son. The Fathe: J}! idget th 
no man.’ Christ is every way qual- 
ified tojudge the world. “He search- 
es the a and tries the 
men: He perfectly acquainted 
with the as of God; and is a 
cordial friend to the Divine Gov- 
ernment. His knowledge, wisdom 
and uprightness are such as be 

the Judge of quick and dead. 

is fit and proper that He should 
judge the world ; as He » took uy 
Him our nature and dwelt 


ator 


reins of 


come 


among 
us; as He was made in all 
like unto his brethren; 
his cloritied Humanity, He 
visible to the assembled 


re spec ts 
and as. in 
will be 
millions ol 
our race. 

In our text, 


Christ will perform the gre 


when 
t work 
the world. 


we are taught 


assigned Him, of judging 
will be, 
the glory 


angel 


‘+when tle s yeu 
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his Fat 
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glory of hi 
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every md 
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Futher, with his angels; 
n according to his works. 
thousand years, before the close of 
yet there is no evidence in 
Scripture, that He will appear a- 
gain, personally in this world, until 
the last day; when He will come 
in like manner, as his disciple saw 
Him up into Heaven. Hence 
this is called his second appearance; 
Heb. ix. 28.—**unto them that 
look for him shall he appear the se- 
without sin unto salva- 
tion.”’ This is called the day of 
the Lord: UU. Peter, iii. 10. ** The 
Lord will come, as a 
thief in the night, in the which the 
| 1s shall pass away with a great 
noise, and the elements shall ‘mnelt 
with fervent heat; the earth also, 
and the things that are therein, 
e burnt up.” At this last 
day of the Lord, and 
ype al ing, He will come 
world. Then we must 
ill stand before his judgment seat, 
and every one of us must give ac- 
count of himself te Ged. How im- 
nt, t it is, that we should 
know, _ ile in a state of probation, 
upon W ‘pees our Judge will 
pre cana by what rule He will be 
l, in passing the final sen- 
and distributing rewards and 


time, 


vO 


cond time, 
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text gives us information: “ Then | 


He shall reward every man accord- 
ing to his works.”? 


The truth of this declaration rests | 


on the veracity of Christ himself. 
I shall only attempt an explanation 
of it, in answer to the inquiry, 
What is implied in Christ’s re- 
warding every man according to his 
works ? 


The works, according to which 
men are to be rewarded, are deeds 
done in the body—works performed 
in this life. The apostle expressly 
says, II.Cor. v. 20, “ We must all 


appear before the judgment-seat of 


Christ ; that every one may re- 
ceive the things done in his body, 
according that he hath done, wheth- 
er it be good or bad.” A prisoner 
is brought to the bar, to answer, 
not for what he has done in prison, 
but for what he did, before e was 
committed. There is no reason to 
think, that any thing done by men, 
in the intermediate state between 
death and the resurrection, will 
come into account, at the general 
‘udgment. 


This being premised, I observe, 
in answer to the inquiry propos- 
ed, 

First. Christ’s rewarding every 
man according to his works, im- 
plies, that He will pass the final 
sentence upon mankind, and ad- 
judge them to a state of happiness 
or misery, according to the nature 
of their works. As there are only 
two sorts of works done by man- 
kind, good and evil; so there are 
only favo states to which they will 
be sentenced, at the great day; a 
state of endless happiness, and a 
state of endless misery. He that 
shall be found to have done any 
good works in this life, will be ad- 
judged to a state of happiness in 

eaven. And, on the pier hand, 
he that shall be found to have done 
no good works in this life, but evil 
only, will be sentenced toa state 
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of misery in hell. This we are 
told by the Judge himself, in John 
v. 28, 29, **The hour is coming, 
in the which, all that are 


in the 


graves shall hear his voice, and 


shall come forth; they that hove 
done good, unto the resurrection of 
life; and they that have done evi/, 
unto the resurrection of damna 
tion.” That Christ will place man 
kind on the right hand, or the left: 


| and that He will pass the sentence 


of life or death, according to the 
nature of their works, whether good 
or evil, is taught in his own repre- 


| sentation of the process of the judg 


ment, in Matt. xxv. ** When the 
Son of man shall appear in his glory, 
and all the holy angels with him, 
then shall he sit upon the throne of 
his glory, and before him shall be 
gathered all nations ; and He shall 
separate them one from another, as 
a shepherd divideth his sheep from 
the goats: and he shall 
sheep on his right hand, but the 
goats on the left. Then shall the 
king say to them on his right hand, 
Come, ye blessed of my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the 
world : For I was an hungered, and 
ye gave me meat; I was thirsty, 
and ye gave me drink; I was a 
stranger and ye took mein; naked, 
and ye clothed me ; I was sick, and 
ye visited me; I was in prison, and 
ye came unto me. Then shall he 
say also unto them on the left hand. 
Depart from me, ye cursed, into 
everlasting fire, prepared for the 
devil and his angels: For I was an 
hungered, and ye gave me no meat; 
I was thirsty, and ye gave me no 
drink; I was a stranger, and ve 
took me not in; naked, and ye 
clothed me not; sick and 
prison, and ve visited me not. 
And these shall go away into eve! 
lasting punishment; but the right 
eous into life eternal.”’ 

Secondly. Christ’s rewarding e\ 
ery man according to his works. 


set the 


in 
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implies, that the happiness, or mis- 
ery, to which He will adjudge man- 
kind, at the last day, will be great- 
er or less, according to the number 
and magnitude of their works, 
whether good or evil, in this life. 
And, 

1. The misery to which Christ 
will sentence the wicked, at the 
last day, will be in proportion to 
the number and aggravation of their 
evi works, in this life. We are 
plainly taught, in sacred scripture, 
that the final Judee will treat the 
wicked according to strict justice. 
He will pass upon them the sen- 
tence of the Divine law, without 
mitigation, or mercy. He will 
doom them to that death, which is 
the proper wages of He will 
show his wrath, not his mercy, and 
known power, not his 
grace, upon those vessels of wrath, 
itted to destruction. Every one 
of their transeressions will receive a 
just recompense of reward. And 
as nothing but Divine Grace,through 
the atonement of Christ, can liber 
ate any 
ry let his sins be ever 
so few or smal!, will deserve to be 
punished forever. But, the more 
numerous and aggravated any one’s 
have been, the greater 
that endless punishment, 
will deserve. Hence, the 


sin. 


His 


make 


one from condemnation ; so 


eve sinner, 


Sihiki il | 
will be 
ae 
which he 
degrees of misery 


SLAS 


inflict upon the ‘finally impenitent, 
will be in exact proportion to the 
number and greatness of their evil 
works. ‘Thus the Psalmist prays 
und imprecates, * Draw me not a- 
way with the wicked, and with the 
worke of iniquity, who speak 
peace to their neighbours, but mis- 
chief is in their hearts. Give them 
according to their deeds, according 
to the wickedness of their endeav- 
ours: give them after 
their hands ; 
desert.’ 
in 


rs 


render to them their 
Our Lord, upbraiding the 
which he performed his 
works, said, ‘It 
more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon, 


cities 


mighty 


which Christ will | 


Sodom and Gomorrha, in the day 
of judgment, than for you.? He 
told his hearers, that, ‘for every 
idle word men may speak, they 
shall give account in the day of 
judgment. > Again, he said, ** That 
servant, who knew his Lord? s will, 

and prepared not himself, neither 

did according to his will, shall be 
beaten with many stripes.” He 
told the Scribes and Pharisees, that, 

for their hypocrisy and covetous- 
ness, they should receive the great- 
er damnation. In the Revelation, 
a voice from heaven is represented 
as saying, respecting mystical Baby- 

lon, ** How much she hath glorified 
herself and lived deliciously, so 
much torment and sorrow give 
her. ”? 

Thus will Christ reward the wick- 
ed according to their works: He 
will make the degrees of their mis- 
ery, bear an exact proportion to 
the number and magnitude of their 
evil works. 

2. Christ will bestow degrees of 
happiness upon the righteous in ex- 
act proportion to the number and 
magnitude of their good works, in 
this life. He will not forget any 
of their labours of love; but re- 
ward them all. He will be so ex- 
act, as to reward them, even for 
giving so much as a cupof cold wa- 
ter to one of his thirsty diciples, 
from real regard to himself. Isa- 
iah writes, “Say ye to the righte- 
ous, that it shall be well with him ; 
for they shall eat the fruit of their 
doings.” Daniel, speaking of the 
general resurrection and judgment, 

says, ‘“*They that be wise, shall 
shine as the br ightness of the firma- 
ment; and they that turn many to 
righteousness, as the stars forever 
and ever.’ In the parable of the 
talents, our Lord plainly teaches, 





the work of | 


shall be | 


that he who does the most good 
works in this life, shall receive the 
greatest future reward. He said 
|to the Pharisee, who had invited 
him to eat bread, ** When thou 
jmakest a feast, call the poor, the 
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maimed, the lame, the blind: 
thou shalt be blessed; for they 
cannot recompense thee ; for thou 
shalt be recompensed at the resur- 
rection of the just.”? Paul write’, 
‘* Every man shall receive his own 
reward, according own la- 
bour—He, who soweth sparingly 

shall reap also sparingly 3 and he 
who soweth bountifully, shall reap 
also bountifully.”’ And again he 
writes, **Other foundation can no 
man lay, than that is laid, 
Jesus Christ. Now, if any man 
build upon this foundation, gold, 
silver, precious stones, wood, hay, 
stubble ; every man’s work shal! be 
made manifest; for the day shall 
declare it, because it shall be re 
vealed by fire ; and the fire shall 
try every man’s work, of what 
itis. Ifany man’s work shall a- 
bide, which he hath built thereup- 


and 


to his 


Be 2 ¢ 
which 1s 


sort 


on, he shall receive a reward. If 


any man’s work shall be burned, he 
shall suffer but he himself 
be saved: yet so as by fire.” 

From these passages, I think it 
must be sufficiently evident, that 
the degrees of happiness, which 
Christ will bestow saints at 
the day of judgment, will bear an 
exact propor tion to the number and 
magnitude of their good works. 

I should now procee | to improve 
t. were it not for three or 
four plausible ohjections, which it 
may be proper first to obvi ite. 

Oss. I. It may be said, that ac- 


loss: 


shall 


upor 
ipon 


the subjec 


cording to the representations of 


Christ and his apostles, the wicked 
are to be condemned and punished 
hereafter, for their impenifence and 
uvelief. “Except ye repent, ye 
shall all perish. He that believeth 
not is condemned already, because 
he hath not believed in the name of 
the only begotten Son of God. He 
tia’ believeth not shall be damned.’ 
ut. if the wicked, hereafter, will 
be condemned and destroyed for 
impenitence and unbelief; what 
reason is there to think, that all 








their oe works will be brought into 
the accoun t, to increase the me asure 
of their punis hment? 

Ans. Sinners are said to be con- 
dem ved for their 
unbelief, 


mnenitence and 
because they 
| for these sins 


because thes 


rare to be 


1 1 1 
punishe only; out, 
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e sins, according to the 


terms of the gOsSp ‘l, exclude then 


from pardon and an 
Christ. and 


curse of the law, and soe } 
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1. 


their worl; 
if they r 


heaven 


. in the sense ex p aned 
are to be mat le happy in 
ling to the “ir rood 
will not thei 
’ 
works, and 


j use accori 
deeds ‘upon earth: 
justification be by 
through works ? 

Ans. To be justified is one thing: 
to be rewarded, is another. 
justified, is to be pardor ed and ex 
empted from pumshment. To be 
rewarded, is to be madea partaker 
of the inheritance of the saints in 
light. In the justification of be- 
lievers, God displays his Gra 
in their reward, he disp 
Goodness. Me 
first, or they can never be reward- 
ed. But, when comple tely ‘justi 
fied by Divine Grace, thror oh the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus,’ 
the ws ay is prey pared, for saints to 
be rew: rde d fur all tl 1] r £oout | d eds. 
done ae in the body. 

Oss. IIL. The apostle Paul says, 
Romans iv. 4, ** Now, to him that 
worketh, is the reward not re 
of grace, but of debt. tut to him 
that worketh not, but believeth on 
him that justifieth the ungodly, his 
faith is counted for 
And 


erace 


slays his 
1 must be justified 


! 
koned 


righteousness.” 
Eph. i. 8, 9, * By 


hnenck, Mii 
ve saved, through faith: 


again, 
are 
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er objects of re 
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sinned. Th 
serving of reward, 
so are the elect an 


saints are just ihed, 


hever 


more dominion over 

| els of licl ‘The 
is now no mo ition to 
them who are in Christ Jesus;” 
they are pardoned through his blood, 
and may, as 

warded for whatever go 
done, as if they had n 
all. But, still, their 
graces because thei 
28 of rrace. It wv 

ing to Divine gra: 

that they are pro 
ward, and not fit su 
ment; for, 


us over the ang 
re condemr 


consistently, be re 


vd they 
sinned at 


eward 


| 
nave 


h vt rrp 
gressed, a nd remal ling 
as if they had not be 
they will for rl 
ished for all their sin 
ever be 
of the 
are not consume 1.” 
Ons. LV. 
supposed, 
that the wicked will be m 
erable and the righteous 
the coming = orld, fo the full extent 


of their ca} Ci fis. \} it 


s, and will for 
deeply sensible, that it is 


| 
‘ Lord’s mercies, that th 


been 


hristians, 


It has generally 
by or hodox ( 


' 
“ie Inis- 


ti 
| fer misery 


happy, in | | tion 


ions of sacred scripture are 

to favour this idea. We 

‘that wreath will come upon 
wicked to the uttermost—that 
God will show his wrath and make 
And, 


the righteous are 


1 


his power known upon them.’ 
on the other hand, 
called ** vessels of mercy;?? which 
imply that they will be 
rivers of holy 
pleasure, from the 
of Divine grace And 
this corresponds with what our Lord 
said on the mount—** Blessed are 
they that hunger and thirst after 

iteousness ; for they shall pe 


*s 


ns to 


filled from these 


.: a 
which How 


throne above. 


yuld seem, from th 


that the 


ese passa- 
capacities 
and not the 
their gvod 


sinners, 
ress of 
rks, are to be the measure 
r happi ness or misery. 
Avs. It 1s admitted, that scrip- 
ture favours the sentiment, that 
the righteous will be happy and the 
miserable, in the world to 

ordinge to their various 

for enjoyment and suf- 

ring. As the wicked, in this 
world, ‘do evil things as they can,’ 
and the righteous, when v love 
him with all the 
and sfrength; so 
mercy heaven, 
and every vessel of wrath in hell, 
be full to the brim. But, how 
the doctrine 
ulvanced in this discourse, is not 
seen. It may be true, that the 
rizhteous and the wicked will here- 
-d according to 
‘use explained; 
the same time, the right- 
happy, and 
oe 

as their 


wicked 


they 
‘love 
mind 
vessel of 


ts vl at all, 


5 yul, 


W I] 
is militates against 


ulter be rew urd 


} " WwW wks, in thes 
be made as 
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ities will For, it is 
i hou! it reas onable to suppos e, that 
ies of the wit *ked to sl uf- 
; hereafter, will be in pro- 
and magni- 
wks, done hefe 
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ties of the righteous to enjoy hap- 
piness in heaven, will be in propor- 
tion to the number and magnitude 
of their good works, performed 
here upon earth. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

1. Will Christ reward oe 
man according to his works? Will 
they, who have done good in this 
life, come forth, at the last day, 
unto the resurrection of life; and 
they, who have done evil works 
only, unto the resurrection of dam- 
nation? Then it is very important, 
that we should all know, now, in 
this our probationary state, what 
works are good, and what are evil. 
A mistake on this subject may prove 
fatal to our souls. 

All mankind are busily at work, 
doing good or evil. It is, indeed, 
impossible, that any one should 
remain dormant and inactive, for 
aday, or an hour, while in the 
‘possession of reason. Not only 
our external actions and words, 
but our internal desires, inten- 


tions and designs, are included in 


the number of our works. 


tries our reins. He has 
pleased kindly to inform us, be- 
fore hand, what he will approve as 
good works, and what He will con- 
demn, as evil. He has informed 
us, in his word, that good works, 
are such as flow from a good heart, 
and evil works, such as flow from 
an evil heart. “A good man, out 
of the good treasure of the heart, 


evil man, out of the evil treasure 
of the heart, bringeth forth evil 
things.”” A good heart consists in 
disinterested love; for ** love is the 
fulfilling of the law:” and an evil 
heart consists in se/fishness, for 


**sin is the transgression of the | 
We ought to consider all | 


law.” 


our works, done with selfish mo- 
tives, as evil; and should never 


For 
all these, we must give account to | 
Him, who searches our hearts and | 
been | 
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good, in which we did not aim 
supremely at the glory of God, 
and feel willing to part with our 
own interest, to secure the great- 
er good of our fellow-creat- 
ures. 

2. Will Christ, at the last day, 
reward every one of mankind ac- 
cording to his works done here 
in the body? Then the time of 
this life, is exceedingly impor- 
tant. This life is our term of 
probation, and the only one, we 
shall ever enjoy. We are form- 
ing characters here, in which we 
shall appear at the day of judg- 
ment, and according te which, 
will be our everlasting portion.— 
How important, then, is the time 
of this short life! The actions of 
every day, and every hour, have 
a bearing upon our eternal desti- 
ny- How weighty, then, the ex- 


| hortation of the apostle, ** Be not 


slothful in business but fervent in 
spirit, serving the Lord. Redeem- 
ing the time, because the days are 
evil,”? 

3. The gospel sets before man- 
kind, powerful motives to do good 
works, and abstain from evil ones. 
While it teaches us, that justifi- 


| cation is of grace, and that good 
| works have no merit; at the same 
| time, it informs us, that those, who 


do good works, shall be rewarded 
for them, and that those who do 
evil works, shall be punished for 


| them;and that neither the reward 
| of the one, nor the punishment of 
| the other, will ever have an end. 
bringeth forth good things; and an | 


Truly, then, ‘the grace of God, 
which bringeth salvation, and 
hath appeared to all men, teaches 


| . ° 
| us, that denying ungodliness and 


worldly lusts, we should live so- 
berly, righteously, and godly, in 
thisevil world.’ ** Be not deceiv- 
ed, God is not mocked: for what- 
soever aman soweth, that shall he 
also reap; he that soweth to the 


| flesh,shall of the flesh reap corrup- 
think we have done any thing | 


tion; but he that to the 


soweth 
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spirit, shall of the spirit, reap life 
everlasting.” 

4. Will Christ, hereafter, re- 
ward all mankind according to 
their works? Then how fast im- 
penitent sinners freasure up wrath! 
They are always at work; and all 
their works are evil: because their 
‘hearts are full of evil,’ and ‘they 
that are in the flesh cannot please 
God.’ ** There is none that doeth 
good; no, not one.” Impenitent 
sinners are always doing evil 
works; and for all their works 
Christ will call them to account, 
and unless timely repentance pre- 
vent, punish them forever. How 
fast, then, they treasure up wri ith! 
Upen supposition they die in their 
sins, every thing they now do, 
makes an inconceivable addition 
to their future, endless punish- 
ment: every sin they now commit 
will cause them more misery, than 
has been suffered, or will be suf- 
fered, in this world, by all man- 
kind, from the creation to the 
**great burning day.” 

I close with a word of Evhor- 
lation: And, 

First, L would exhort such, as 

entertain a hope, that they are in 
favour with God, to examine the 
nature of their works. Unless 
you have done some good works, 

you have no reason to think you 
have ever been acce pted. If you 
have faith without works, it is 
only a dead faith, which wii! not 
save a man. By works a man is 
justified, i. e. good works are the 
unfailing fruit of a living faith. and 
the only. proper evidence of justi- 
cation. Therefore examine the 
nature of your works. Have you 
ever done any works meet for re- 
pentance? Any works from su- 
preme love to God? Any works 
which could not have proceeded 
from selfish motives? What do 
ye, more than others? 


Secondly. 1 would exhort saints 
to abound in good works. Such 
works will all be rewarded in the 
coming world. They are ever 
pleasant in the performance; and 
are followed by an exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory. aaa 
in * keeping the commands of Goc 
there is great reward.’ Itis true 
a strict and conscientious adher- 
ance to the rule of duty, re- 
quires self-denial, and may expose 
you, here, to want, reproach and 
suffering: but ‘the sufferings of 
this present time, are not worthy 
to be compared with the glory, 
which shall hereafter be revealed 
in the saints.” Though you can- 
not do good works from selfish 
motives; yet, like Moses, you 
ought ‘to have r respect unto the 
recompence of the reward.’ And 
be assured, that every good work, 
which you here perform, will yield 
you more happiness, than has ever 
been enjoyed by mortals. What 
an inconceivable loss you poets 
by every neglect of duty, by the 
least im perfec tion in holiness! Be 
persuaded, continually to * seek 
for glory, and honour, and immor- 
tality; that you may obtain eter- 
nal life.’ 

Finally. Let me exhort sinners, 
to * cease to do evil, and learn to 
do well.’ You have hitherto done 
nothing but evil works. It is 
high time for you to begin to do 
something good and pleasing to 
God. Let the past time of your 
lives suffice you, to have wrought 
the deeds of the carnal mind.— 
God now requires you to cast 
away your transgressions, to give 
Him your hearts, and to receive 
and obey his Son. The require- 
ment is reasonable; and it is your 


| life. If you persist in doing evil, 


| is certain and endless. 
More than | 


Scribes and Pharisees? More than | 


Publicans and sinners? 


a little longer, your punishment 
And flat- 
ter not yourselves, that your sins 
are small, and that your stripes 
will be few. You have known 


ee ee 
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your Master’s will; the light of 
the gospel shines upon you, and 
its invitations and warnings sound 
in your ears. Most of you have. 
probably, experienced and resisted 
the strivings of the Holy Spirit. 
Your crimes are great. You have 
abused light, and refused mercy. 


A DISQUISITICN, 
ON THE NINETEENTH VERSE Ot 
THF NINTH CHAPTER OF ROMANS. 
Thou wilt say then unto me, Why, 
doth he yet find fault? for who 
hath resisted his will? 

This is the most plausible and 
most common objection, that ever 
has been made against the divine 
agency in the production of mor- 
al exercises in.the human heart. 
Those who deny that God operates 
immediately upon the hearts of ei- 
ther saints or sinners, rely upon 
this objection to support thei ir opin- 
ion. Those who allow that God 
softens the hearts of and 
hardens the hearts of others, in- 
stantly fly to this objection, to 
excuse them for not loving, and 
even for actually hating God. 
The careless and secure urge 
this objection to excuse thei 
carelessness and security ;—- 
and the awakened and iimpres- 
sed urge this objection to ex 
cuse their obstinacy and unbe- 
lief. All classes of sinners con- 
sider this objection as their strong 
hold, to which they can always re- 
treat, as their last and safe resort. 
It is of great importance, there 
fore, fairly and fully to remove 
this objection against the doctrine 
of divine efficiency, which is so 
reproachful to God, and so injuri 
ous to those who make it. But 
since the whole force of this ob- 
jection lies in its ambiguity, it is 
necessary, in the first place, to 
explain it with accuracy and pre- 
cisione 


some, 
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You have piled your sins up to 


heaven, and the mountain of 
ae 


yout 


| guilt is pressing your souls down 


Be entreat- 
ed to turn unto the Lord, that h 
may have mercy upon you. “Tern 
ye, turn ye, for why will you 


AMEN 


to the bottomless pit. 


To ascertain the true import of 
look back to 
the connexion in which it is intro 
The i had been 

king of God’s conduct in call 

ing in the Gentiles and rejecting 
the Jews; and had represente d 
him as bring! 
by softening the hearts of belies 
ers, and hardening the 


= : . 
this objection, let us 


apostle 


ng about this event, 


hearts ol 
unbelievers. ‘To illustrate this 
point, he mentions the instance of 
Pharaoh. ** What 
then? Is there unrighteousness 
with God forbid. For | 
saith to Moses, I will have mercy 
on whom I will have mercy, and 
I will have « nny assion on wh 
I will have 


shall we 


sav, 


God? 


om 
ssion. So then 


compa 
it is not of him that willeth, 
of him that but of 
that sheweth mercy. lor 


scripture saith unto Pharaoh, 
| 


runneth, 


for this sa ne purpose nave 
thee up, 1 i 
‘ : 
in thee 
might be dec 
the earth. The 


name 
hrough ut 
hath 
mercy ym he will have mer- 
cy, and whom he will he harden 
eth.’ Having thus plainly assert- 
ed God’s immediate agency in 
softening the hearts of saints, and 
i harde 
he introdaced the strongest objec 
tion, which he suppos sed any oné 
could possibly make against th 
doctrine he had tauelht. TI 
wilt say then unto me, wh 

he yet find fault? for wh 
resisted his will>”? 


This is as much as to say, 


pnower and that m3 


p 
lared { 
‘refore 


on wh 


g the hearts of sinners, 


1 
tpal 
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if God does indeed harden the 


hearts of sinners, then he compe s | 


them to be hardened, and they 
cannot help being what they are; 
which is totally inconsistent with 
any criminality on their part.— 
Here it necessary to form 
clear and just idea of compulsion. 
This implies two things, constraint 
ind restraint. A mau is compelled 
to act, when he is constrained to 
act contrary to his will. 
was compellec d to go into the den 
of lions, because he 
ed to go 7 contrary to 
and Joseph was « lt 


is 


oO 
+a 


§ corn strain- 
his will; 
to go into 


omipe Ml 


Egypt, because he was consirained 
to go there, contrary to his will. 
In ‘all « cases of constraint, there is 


compulsion; because the will of the 
person constrained is oppose d to 


a | 


Daniel | 
| to be, 


a7 


ai 


day, mean the same thing by it? 
When they ask, how can we be to 
biame, if God hardens our hear ts? 
Do they not mean to ask, how can 
we be to blame for the hardness 
of our hearts, if God compels us to 
be hardened contrary to our will? 
Do they not mean to say, that the 
act of God in hardening their 
| hearts must be an act of compul- 

sion, by which he either restrains 
them from being what they wish 
or constrains them to be 
| what they do not wish to be? It 
11s undoubtedly true, that every 
person, who objects against God’s 
hardening the hearts of sinners, 

objects against it as implying the 
exercise “of compulsion on God’s 

part. He must mean to complain 
of compulsion in this case, be- 





the power that constraims him.— | cause this is the only ground of 


Buta man may be compelled by 
restraint, as well as by constraint. 
Thus Jeroboam was compeiled to 
let the prophet go, when his with- 


ered hand effe etuallyr strained him | 


from acting agree ably to his will. 
Paul and Silas were likewise com 


pe ‘led to stay in the prison, so long | tohis will? 


as their feet were made fast in the 
stocks, which, contrary to thei 
will, restrained them from walking. 
In every instance of restraint, 
there is ¢ ompulsion; because the 
will of the person restrained is op- 
posed to the power that restrains 
him. Itis now easy to see, that 
no man can be said to be compell- 
ed in any case, unless he is either 
constrained, or restrained, contrary 
to his will. This is the only prop- 
meaning of computsion; and 
this is prec ise ly what the obje ctor 
means by askIng, ** Who hath re- 
sisted his will?’? He supposes, 
that sinners may endeavour to re- 
sist the will of Ged, while he 


er 


is 


objection, and asolid ground if it 
be true. Who ever felt himself 
to blame fur doing what he was 
constrained to do, contrary to his 
will? Or who ever felt himself 
to blame for not doing what he 
was restrained from doing contrary 
Did a good 1 man ever 
blame himself for ‘not attending 
public worship, when he was re- 
strained from attending contrary 
to his will? Or did a martyr ever 
blame himself for going tothe stake 
| when he was constrained to go, 
contrary to his will? No such 
| case ever happened. Compulsion 
| is always inconsistent with blame. 
Those, who object against God’s 

| hardening the hearts of men, mean 
to make a reasonable, solid, un- 
answerable objection; and, there- 
fore, they mean to say, that, if 
God does harden their hearts, he 
compels them to be hardened.— 
This is saying semething pertinent 
and forcible; fer if itbe true, that 





hardening their hearts, but not- | God does exercise compulsion in 


withstanding all their endeav- 

ours, they are compelled to be har- 

dened. “And do not those, who 

make this objection at the present 
68 





| hardening the heart, then there is 
good reason to ask, “ Why doth 
he yet find fault? For who hath 
t lresisted his will?’ 
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The way is now prepared to in- | 
quire, whether there is any just 
ground for this objection against 
the divine agency in hardening 
the hearts of sinners. Certainly 
there is not the least ground for 
it, if God does not use any com- 
pulsion in hardening their hearts. 
And here the following things de- 
serve a serious, critical, and im- 
partial consideration. 

1. Itis generally allowed, that 
the divine agency, in soflening the 
hearts of men, does not imply 
compulsion. In stating the objec- 
tion, the apostle seems to take it 
for granted, that there is no com- 
pulsion in God’s softening the 
hearts of saints. Thou wilt say 
then unto me, why doth he yet 
find fault? For who hath resisted 
his will? He had just before said, 
that “God hath mercy on whom 
he will have mercy.” That is, he 
softens the hearts of whom he will, 
by taking away their stony hearts 


and giving them hearts of flesh._— 
But he introduces no one as ob- 
jecting against this; because lie 


supposed it would be allowed by 
all, that God may soften the 
hearts of believers, without the 
least degree of compulsion. And 
it is now universally granted by 
those, who acknowledge a special 
divine operation in the conversion 
of sinners, that God uses no com- 

ulsion in softening and chang- 
ing their hearts. But if God uses 
no compulsion in softening thie 
hearts of saints, why should it be 
supposed, that he uses any compul- 
sion in hardening the hearts of 
sinners? In softening the hearts 
of saints, he is represented as ma- 
king them new creatures, creating 
them anew in Christ Jesus, and 
exerting the same mighty power, 
that he exerted in raising Christ 
from the dead. These express- 
ions plainly imply, that he actu- 
ally produces new and holy affec- 
tions in their hearts. But if he 


| out compulsion, 
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can produce new and holy affec- 
tions in the hearts of saints, with- 
what ground 1s 
there to suppose that he must 
use compulsion in prodacing any 
moral affections in the hearts of 
sinners? If God can soffen the 
| hearts of men without compulsion, 
| it must be supposed that he can 
harden them without compulsion. 
| This is plain and intelligible to 
every capacity, and deserves great 
attention upon this subject. 

2. God cannot compel men to 
| be sinful unless they all the while 
| choose to be holy. It has been 

shown, that compulsion always im 
plies either constraining, or re- 
straining men, contrary to their 
| will. Where there is no con- 
straint, nor restraint, contrary to 
the will ofa person, there can be 
ne compulsion. If sinners do not 
choose to be holy, then they can 
| never be restrained from being ho- 
ly; andif they always choose to 
be sinful, then they can never be 
| constrained to be so. It would be 
absurd to say, that a man is con- 
strained to do what he chooses; or 
that he is restrained from doing 
what he does not choose. If sin- 
ners do not in any case choose 
holiness, then they cannot in any 
case be restrained from it: and if 
in all cases they choose sin, then 
in no case can they be constrained 
to it. Butit clearly appears from 
| scripture, that sinners always hate 
| holiness, and love sin; hence it 
}is utterly impossible that they 
should be constrained to love 
| sin, or restrained from loving boli 
ness. Was Hazael constrained 





to sin, when God told him by his 
prophet, that he would destroy 
the life of his prince, and reign in 
his stead? Qr was it possible, tha! 
God should compel him to that 
cruel and inhuman deed, so long 
as he chose to doit? It is absurd, 
therefore, for sinners to say that 


they are restrained from holiness. 
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or constrained to sin, while ne yl hardening the 


actually love sin and hate holines 
if they would only keep in viev 
the meaning of their own objection 
against God? s hardening their 
hearts, they would be condemned 
out of their own mouths, and si- | 
lenced by their own feelings.— | 
What can be more incousistent 
than to complain, that they can- 
not resist the will of God, when 
they do not desire to resist it? | 
or to say that they are compelled 
to sin, when they dove to sin, and 
roll it as a sweet morsel under r| 
their tongue? 
3. The effect produced by the 

divine agency in hardening the 
hearts of sinners, demonstrates 
that there is no compulsion in it. 
The effect produced is a free, vol- 
untary choice. 
choose to act 

| 

} 


God makes them 
in the very manner 
in which they do in all cases act. 
We have an account of many 
whom God actually hardened; and 
all appear to have acted freely 
and voluntarily under the divine 
agency. Joseph’s brethren chose 
to act in the most unfeeling and 
cruel manner, when, according to 
the divine prediction, and under 
the divine influence, they threw 
him into a pit, and sold him into 
Egypt. Pharaoh, whom God ac- 
tually hardened, and whom the 
apostle refers to in the passage 
under consideration, chose to dis- 
believe the miracles of Moses, and | 
disobey the express commands of | 
God. The heathen nations, whose 
hearts were hardened, chose to conie 
out in battle array against Israel, 
by whom they were des troyed.— 
Judas chose to betray Christ for 
thirty pieces of silver, though he 
was forewarned of his c ertain per 
dition. And the Jews, whose eyes 
were blinded and whose hearts 
were hardened, chose to crucify 
the Lord of glory, and reject the | 
counsel of God against themselves. | 
In all these instances of God’s 


| voluntary choice. 
| choose to act as they did, and as 
| there was no resistance on their 


| person 
| compelled to go into Egypt, be- 
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hearts of sinners, 
the effect produced was a free, 
He made them 


part, so there was no compulsion 
on his. Compulsion always im- 
plies resistance on the part of the 
compelled. Joseph was 


cause he did all he could to resist 
the overbearing power of his 
brethren; but God did not compel 
them to turn a deaf ear to all his 
cries and entreaties, because they 
chose to gratify their malice and 
revenge. So, sinners are never 
compelled to sin by the divine ep- 
eration upon their hearts, because 
the divine operation makes them 
willing to sin. It implies a plain 
contradiction to suppose, that sin- 
ners endeavour to resist that pow- 
er or will of God, by which they 
are made willing todo evil. If 
this were possible, then it would 
be possible tor God to compel them 
to sin: but it is not possible that 
they should oppose the power 
which makes them willing to act, 
and therefore it is not possible 
that God should, in any case, 
compel them to act. Hence they 
have no cause or right to ask, 
“ Why doth he yet find fault? for 
who hath resisted his will ?? Did 
they really desire and endeavour 
to resist his will in hardening their 
hearts, they might indeed with 
great propriety make this demand; 
but since they always cheerfully 
comply with his will in hardenin 

their hearts, they have no groun 
to complain of him, hove they 
have good reason to condemn 
themselves. Accordingly we find, 
that those who were hardened, did 
freel yacknowledge their own crim- 
inality. Joseph’s brethren said 
one to another, “ We are verily 
guilty concerning our brother, in 
that we saw the anguish of his 
soul, when he besought us; and 
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we wold not hear.*? When Pha- | 
raoh had called for Moses and 
Aaron in haste, he said, ** J have 
sinned against the Lord your God, 
and against you.” And again he 
said, ** J have cee this time : 
the Lord is righteous, and I and 
my people are wicked.” And Ju- 
das the son of perdition freely ac- 
knowledged the criminality of 
what he had done under the in- 
fluence of his hardened heart. 
“¢ Then Judas, who betrayed him, 
when he saw that he was condemn- 
ed, repented himself, and brought 
again the thirty pieces of silver to 
the chief priests and elders, say- 
ing, J have sinned, in thatI have 
betrayed innocent blood.” Thus 
the conscience of every hardened 
sinner, will sooner or later con- 
demn him for his own hardness of 
heart. The reason is, he is willing 
to be hardened. If sinners really 
wished, desired, and endevoured 
to counteract the divine influence 
by which they are hardened, then 
the fault would fall upon God, and 
not upon themselves. But this is 
never the case, and of conse- 

quence, they are as justly to be 
blamed and punished, as if they 
sinned independently of God. The 
divine influence on their hearts 
does nothing but make them wil- 
fing to act, and it is their willing- 
ness to act, which alone constitutes 
their guilt. Their choice is their 
fault, and this choice God charges 
upon them, and they have no right 
to charge it upon him. Their sole 
objection against the divine agen- 
cy is, that God compels thei to 
sin, but this objection has no foun- 
dation in nature, and therefore | 
they are altogether criminal for | 
the hardness of their hearts. This 
will further appear, if it be con- 
sidered, 

4. That sinners are conscious to 
themselves, that God does not hard- 
en their hearts by compulsion, be- 
cause they neither vel his aperation 
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nor any voluntary opposition to it. 
Whenever men are under compul- 
sion, they feel the power that com- 
pels them, and their own desire and 
inability to overcome that power. 
'Samson, after he had lost his 
| locks, was compelled to be bound ; 
and he felt the power of those who 
bound him, but found himself una- 
| ble to overcome it. This holds true 
in all cases of compulsion. The 
| person compelled, feels a power, 
| which he but cannot 
overcome. , therefore, 
hardened by 
upon their 
necessarily feel 


endeavours, 
If 
| were compelled 
the divine 
| hearts, they would 
| both the yower that operates upon 
them, al their own endeavour and 
| inability to oppose and 
| that power. But do they ever feel 
either of these ew: Did Judas 
feel the divine influence upon his 
| heart, or any opt osition to that in 
ifluence? All that he felt, was a 
| willingness to betray Christ for 


Did Pha- 


sinners 


be 


tr 


uu 


operation 


overcome 


thirty pieces of silver. 
raoh feel the power that hardened 
his heart, or any desire to resist it? 


All that he felt was a strong and 
voluntary propensity to destroy the 
people of God. And it as true 
| now as ever it was, that sinners do 
not feel nor oppose that divine in- 
fluence, by which they are harden- 
| ed. They feel themselves entirely 
| free and voluntary as to all their 
internal affections and external con- 
duct. But if God actually harden- 
ed their hearts by compulsion, they 
| would naturally feel a struggle and 
| opposition to his hardening influ- 
|ence. ‘They would be conscious of 
his influence, and conscious of their 
|own exertions to overcome his in- 
| fluence. And since they never do 
have this consciousness, they know 
that there is no ground for their ob- 
jJec tion, that he compels them to sin. 
Chey know that they never felt his 
power operating upon their hearts. 
and that they never felt any oppo- 
ae toa pow er they never felt. 
rhey know, therefore, “by their own 


is 
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constant experience, which is the 
highest kind of knowledge, 
God never does conrpel them to sin, 
and that their only plausible objec- 
tion against his hardening their 
hearts is absolutely eroundless. 
Now, if God can both soften and 
harden the hearts of men, without 
compulsion, or the least obstruction 
to their moral agency; then there 
is no reom for the supposition of a 
self-de termining power im mor il a- 
gents, which Armini ans maintain, 
and upon which they build their 
whole Sy stem. This 
may be illustrated and confirmed 
by the remarks of Monsieur B: iyle, 
one of the most ingenious and learn- 
ed men that France ever produced. 
In his life of Arminius, speaking of 
his controversy with the Calvinists, 
he observes, +s It were to 
that he had made a better us 
knowledge.”’ 
the following note, 


observ: ition 


wished 
of his 
To this he subjoins 


which is ex- 


tremely luminous. 
J* é g! 
“] mean, that he had governed 


himself by St Paul’s rule. ‘That 
great apostle, i inspired by God, and 
immediately directed by the Holy 
Ghost 
himself the objection which natural 


light forms against the doctrine of 


absoluie predestination ; he appre- 
hended all the force of the objec- 
tion ; he proposes it without weak- 
ening it in the least. God hath 
mercy on whom he will have mercy, 
and whom he will he hardeneth. 
This is St. Paul’s doctrine, and see 
here the difficulty which he starts 
upon it: ** //hou wilt say then un- 
lo me, 
For who hath resisted his will?” 
This objection cannot be pushed 
further. Twenty pages of the subt- 


ilest Molinist could add nothin; x to 


it. What could they infer from it 
more than that in Calvin’s hypothe- 
sis, God will have men to sin? Now 
this is what St. Paul knew could 
be objected against him. But what 
does he answer? Does he seek for 


that | 





in all his writings, raised to | 


i hy doth he yet find fault? 
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distinctions and mollifications?>— 
Does he deny the fact? Does he in 
part only? Does he enter into any 
particulars ? Does he remove any 
equivocations in the words? Noth- 
ing of all this. He only alleges 
the sovereign power of God, and 
the supreme right which the Crea- 
tor has to dispose of his creatures as 
it seems good to him, Nay, but O 
man, who art thou that repliest a- 
gainst God? Shall the thing form- 
ed say to him that formed it, Why 
hast thou made me thus? All 
Christians ought to receive a defin- 
here ; ajudgment fi- 
nal and without appeal, in the dis- 
pute about grace; or rather they 
might to learn by this conduct of 
St. Paul, never to dispute about 
predestination, and at the first mo- 
tion to oppose it in bar against all 
subtilties of human wit, whether 
they offer of themselves, while they 
are meditating on that great sub- 
ject, or whether another ‘suggests 
them. ‘The best and shortest way 
is, to oppose this strong bank be- 
times against the inundations of ar- 
guments, and consider the definite 
sentence of St. Paul, as those im- 
moveable rocks, whose foundation 
is in the midst of the sea, against 
which the proudest billows cannot 
prevail, bat turn to froth, and dash 
and break themselves upon them in 
vain. If ever it be safe, to give the 
mind some exercise on points of 
this kind, at least we ought to 
sound a retreat betimes and retire 
behind the bank I spoke of. Had 
thus, as often as 
his reason suggested to him difficul- 
ties against the hypothesis of the 
reformers, or at all times when he 
found himself called to answer any 
lisput ants, he would have taken a 
perfectly wise and apostolick course, 
and made use of the lights of his 
understanding just as he ought to 
have done. .drminius was no way 
presse »d to oppose the common doc- 
trine: he did not believe that any 


itive sentence 


Arminius acted 
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one run the hazard of salvation by 
following the hypothesis of Calvin. 
Let us see another circumstance by 
which he rendered himself inexcusa- 
ble. ‘To a system full of great dif- 
ficulties, he substituted another sys- 
tem, which, to speak truly, draws 
after it no less difficulties than the 
former. One may say of this doc- 


trine, what I have said of the inno- | 


vations of Saumer. 
hement and less constrained, than 
the opinion of Mr. Amyraut, but af- 
ter all, it is no better than a pallia- 
tive remedy ; for the rminians 
have soon answered some objections 
which, as they pretend, cannot be 
refuted on Calvin’s system ; but 
they find themselves exposed to 


It is more ve- | 


| thrusts, 


other difficulties, which they can- | 


not get clear of but by a sincere ac- 
knowledgment of the infirmity of 
the human mind, and the considera- 
tion of the incomprehensible infinity 
of God. And was it worth while to 
contradict Calvin for this ? Ought 
he to have been so very delicate in 
the beginning, seeing in the end he 
must have recourse to such an asy- 
lum? Why might he not as well 


tery.” 
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begin with it, since he was doomed 
to come to it soon or late? He is 
mistaken who imagines, that afte: 
having entered the lists with a great 
disputant, he will be allowed to tri- 
umph only because he had gained 
some advantage over him at begin- 
ning. A wrestler, who should out- 
run his adversary three parts or 
more of the race, does not win the 
crown, unless he perseveres his ad- 
vantage to the end of the course. 
It is the same in controversies ; it 
is not sufficient to parry the first 
The replies and the re- 
joinders must all be satisfied, till 
every doubt is perfectly cleared. 
Nor this is what the hypothesis of 
Arminius, nor that of the Molinists, 
nor that of the Socinians, is able to 
do. The system of the Arminians 
is only fit to obtain some advantag- 
es in those preludes of the combat 
in which the forlorn hope is detach 

ed to skirmish ; but when it comes 
to a general and decisive battle, it 
is forced to retire, as well as to rest 
behind the incomprehensible mys- 
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FOR ERE BOPKINSIAN MAGAZINE. 
Mr. Eprror, 
In your number for August, p. 468, are 
Extracts from a Sermon, sent you by A 
Moperate Carvisist, which he seems 


| 


| rect and scriptural. ‘That ‘ Adam, 
in is primitive state, was a puhlick 


person, the constituted head of the 


| Whole race’—that * by or through 


to approve, but which he apprehends | 


*gome may think incorrect’ I acknow- 
ledge myself to be of that number ; 
and having waited, with some degree 
of impatience, to see ‘ objections’ to 
some things advanced in the Extracts, 
from an abler pen, I at length, reluc- 
tantly avail myself of the liberty, which 
* the plan of your work gives to free 
and candid discussion,’ to send you the 
following brief 
REMARKS 
UPON THE EXTRACT FROM A SER- 
MON. 
There are several things in the 


Extracts, which are viewed as cor- 


his one offence,’ in transgressing 
the positive law, under which he 


| was placed, ‘ all mankind were con 


stituted sinners’—that ‘death has 
passed through unto all men, be 
cause all have sinned’—that ‘ the 
economy, under which Adam waz 
placed, was not to decide, ulti 
mately, the eternal state of man- 
kind, but only to determine the 
state in which they should come 


| into being’—that * the benefit of the 


| 


| Saviour’s interposition, is not only 


the resurrection of all men from 
the grave, but the deliverance of 
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many trom the tremendous penalty 
of their own offences’—these are 
positions, which the scriptures 
warrant, and against which there 
can be no valid objection. 

But, there are some other things 
in the Extracts, which are consid- 
ered as very exceptionable. A- 
mong these are the following: 

1. It is a sentiment advanced in 
the Extracts, that mankind are in 
a state of sin, and are corrupt in 
nature, serore they are acfual 
sinners. What does the author 
mean, by a state of sin, and a cor- 
rupt or sinful nature, distinct from 
actual disobedience, and antecedent 
to all sinful exercises? A sinful 
nature, if there were any such 
thing, must be either voluntary, or 
involuntary.—If voluntary, it is 
actual; for all action consists in 
free, voluntary exercises. —But if 
involuntary, it is not of a moral 
nature, and can, with no more pre- 
priety, be called sinful, than a dis- 
ordered intellect, or a diseased 
limb. **Sin is the transgression 
of the law.”? The law requires 
disinterested love to God and man: 
the opposite of this, in which every 
transgression essentially consists, 
is selfishness. In selfishness, there- 
fore, all sin consists. There is no 
such thing as passive, or dormant 
sin—sin im principle and nature, 
and not in act and practice. All 
sin is actual, i. e. voluntary. 

2. It is implied, if not expressly 
asserted in the Extracts, that sin is, 
in some sense, imputed to mankind, 
before they have actually transgres- 
sed. But, how can sin be imputed 
to men, before they Aave any sin? 
And how is it possible that men 
should have sin, before they actual- 
ly transgress; if it be true, that all 
“sin is the transgression of the 
law,” and consists in free, volun- 
tary, selfish exercises? To impute 
that to any one, as a crime, in which 
he was totally passive. is as mani- 


festly wnjust, as to blame a man 
for being born deaf or blind. 

3. By those, who had not ‘sin- 
ned after the similitude of Adam’s 
transgression,’ the author of the 
Extracts supposes infants are 
meant. But, what authority has 
he for such a supposition? Accord- 
ing to his own theory, infants have 
not sinned at all: they may possess 
a corrupt nature; but they are not 
chargeable with having committed 
sin. By those, * who had not sin- 
ned after the similitude of Adam’s 
transgrsssion,’ we are not to under- 
stand such as had not sinned aet- 
ually; for there were no such per- 
sons—nor are we to understand 
such as had not sinned in a publick 
capacity; for this was true of all 
who lived from Adam to Moses: we 
must, therefore, understand, by 
those * who had not sinned after 
the similitude of Adam’s transgres- 
sion,’ such as had not sinned 
against a positive law: and such 
were the greater part, who lived 
at that period. ‘The universality 
of death proved that all had vlaned. 
‘*And so death passed upon all 
men, for that all have sinned: but 
not only infants, but also, the 
greater part of the adults who lived 
between Adam and Moses; “sinned 
only against the law of nature, the 
‘law written in their hearts,’ and 
not against a positive prohibition, 
after the similitude of Adam’s 
transgression. 

4. According to the theory ad- 
vanced in the Extracts, 5 my 
are punished for the sin of Adam. 
The author considers Adam as not 
only the head, but ‘the represen- 
tative of the whole race;’ so that 
his sin, im eating the forbidden 
fruit, ‘has been, in some sense, 
imputed to infants.’ Adam, in his 
capacity of common head, was 
arraigned before his Judge, and 
the sentence was pronounced, 
** Dust thou art, and unto dust 
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shalt thou return.” This sentence 
of condemnation for thatone offence, 
came upon all men.” True, it is 
added, ** and for this reason, that 
in consequence of that one man’s 
disobedience, many,even his whole 
race, were made or constituted 
sinners.” But then, it must be 
remembered, that he considers in- 
fants, not as actual sinners, but 
only as having ‘a corrupt nature;’ 
and so not deserving of punish- 
ment, on their own account. It 
is clear, that as this author views 
temporal death to be the penalty 
of the law given to Adam; so he 
thinks it inflicted upon his pos- 
terity, solely on account of his 
one transgression. He calls tem- 
poral death, as it is inflicted upon 
all mankind, *‘ the penalty of Ad- 
am’s Own offence:” and again he 
says, ** As Adam,in that instance, 
(his eating the forbidden fruit) 
acted in a publick capacity, the 
special penalty of this one offence 
was to be of a publick nature, and 
was to fall not only upon him, but 
upon all his race.” This surely 
makes the penalty of Adam’s one 
offence, very large, if it be not 
‘* large enough;” but, the unhap- 
piness is, that it makes this penal- 
ty fall, chiefly, upon the posterity 
of Adam, who have not one of 
them transgressed the special law 
which Ae violated, and which 
threatened death not to them, but 
to him: **In the day that ruot 
eatest thereof, ruov shalt surely 
die.” But, how is this to be rec- 
onciled with justice? It is as real- 
ly unjust to inflict temporal death. 
as eternal death, upon mankind, 
for the sin of Adam. With such 
injustice, certain ancient hypo- 
crites charged Jehovah: but he 
utterly disclaimed it, and declar- 
ed by his prophet, that ‘* the son 
shall not bear the iniquity of his 
father; nor the father, the iniquity 














of his son; but, that ‘**the soul 
that sinneth, it shall die.” 

5. Asa natural consequence of 
the preceding erroneous notions, 
the author of the sermon main- 
tains, that the death threatened 
to Adam, in the special law given 
him in Paradise, was temporal 
death only. Waving settled it in 
his mind, that infants are not act 
ually sinners—that the sin of Ad 
am 1s imputed to them—and that 
they, consequently, suffer the 
same death, which he incurred by 
his one offence—the author recoil 
ed from the conclusion, to which 
these premises would lead him, in 
case he should admit, that the 
penalty, which Adam incurred by 
his offences, was eternal death.”— 
It seemed too much, that all of 
Adam’s offspring, infants not ex- 
cepted, should be doomed to eter 
nal death, for his transgression.— 
He therefore concluded, that “ the 
doom which was passed upon 
Adam and his posterity, for that 
one offence, appears to have been, 
corporeal death.”” We admits, at 
the same time, that ** sin deserves 
something more than temporal 
death.” But, it may be asked, 
why should God threaten Adam 
with a less penalty, than his of 
fence deserved?—less, infinitely, 
than He intended to inflict, unless 
repentance and pardon should pre 
vent? Would God thus deceive 
Adam? It is not thought to be 
consistent with the Divine char- 
acter, ever to annex a greater, or 
a less penalty to any law, than 
the transgressor deserves. (See 
Dr. Epwaaps against Cuauncey.) 

If the author of the sermon 
had purged his Calvinism of the 
absurd notions of imputed sin, and 
sin in principle and nature; he 
would have found no difficulty in 
admitting, according to both rea- 
son and scripture, that Adam was 
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threatened with efernaal death, in 
of his disobedience; since it 
will not from hence 
that “the penalty was ’ 
creater than the offence,” or that 
‘the eternal destinies of mankind 
were suspended upon the conduct 

Adam.’ As Adam only 
mitted, so he, alone, is 


ease 
follow, either 
vastly 


com- 
guilty of 
original sin: and though his offence, 
by a Divine purpose or constitu- 
tion, rendered 
ness of all his posterity; yet it 
neither compels them to sin, nor 
renders them deserving of punish- 
ment. The descendants of Adam 
sin as freely as he did, and are 
liable to punishment for their own 
sins only. 

As the author of 
justly observes, ’ the disobe- 
dience of Adam, the native char- 
acter and condition of the entire 
race of men, was decided,’ and 
thus, “by the offence of one, 
judgment came upon all men to 
condemnation:” and it may be 


certain the sinful- 


the sermon 
*by 
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Reasons why ministers ought to preach 
soas to exhibit the difference between 
the righteous and the wicked; being 
an extract from Dr. Spring's Sermon 
at the ordination of Rey. Carlos Wilcox 


Such a method of preaching alone 
accords with facts. Notwithstand- 
ing the righteors and the wicked re 
semble each other in a multitude of 
particulars; in the great essentials 
of moral character, there is a capi- 
tal distinction between them. The 
difference is essential, and 
everlasting. The scriptures re- 
cognise it from Genesis to Revela- 
tion. They every where speak of 
this distinction, and discriminate 
between men as the children of 
light and the children of darkness, 
the children of God 


69 


wide 


and the chil 





| observed, with equal justice, on 


the other hand, 
atonement, 


that “ the general 
made by the death of 
Christ, has opened the way for the 
pardon of all mankind, upon the 
reasonable and low condition of 
repentance; and thus, ** by the 
righteousness of one, the free gift 
came upon all men unto justifica- 
tion of life.’? 

Ii may be true, as it is said in 
the Extracts, that the apostle 
changes his phraseology, in the 
latter part of the text, from “ al? 
men to many; because the term, 

all would not apply to both parts 
of his comparison, in this, as in 
the former part of the text;” for 
while the free gift of Christ, plac- 
es all men in a savable state, none 
are actually justified and saved, 
but the penitent and believing, 
who were, from the beginning, 
chosen to salvation, through sanc- 
tification of the spirit, and belief 
of the truth. 

A Sraicr Catvinist, 

~—. - 


dren of the devil. There is scarce- 
ly a page, a precept, a promise, a 
threatening, a parable, but repre- 

sents these two classes as distinct 
as men can be, whose views, and 
feelings, and pursuits, and princi- 
ples of action, are Samal op- 
posite. And the providence of 
God recognises the distinction from 
the creation to the last day. His 
moral government recognises it.— 
His covenant of grace recognises it. 

And the consciences of men, and 
often in defiance of themselves, are 
constrained to recognise it, and ap- 
prove or condemn, excuse or accuse 
them. The day of final account, 
we know, recognises the distinc- 
tion, and divides the generations of 
men into two classes, and “ sepa- 
rates them one from another, as 
the shepherd divideth the sheep 
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from the goats.” And eternity re 


cognises it, in alternate accents of 


acceptance and thunders of de- 
nouncement, in joy and tears, in 
songs of deliverance and wailings 
of despair, i in triumphs of redemp- 
tion, and curses of damnation. 
And now, if these are stubborn 
facts, if they are uncontrovertible 
realities, ought not ministers so to 
preach as to disclose them? It is 
most abundantly obvious, that a 


Minister must take leave either of 


his senses, or of the Bible, to ques- 
tion their verity. And are they not 
sufficiently interesting to be made 
the theme of many an hour’s re- 
flection, many a solemn argument 
and expostulation, many an affect- 
ing interview ? And can any rea- 
son be suggested why they should 
be dissembled or concealed ? 

But more than. this, are not such 


the facts on which the obligations of 


the gospel ministry are predicated? 
If a physician, in prescribing for 


his.patient, misapprehends the na- 
ture of the disease, and overlooks 
its remote and proximate causes, 
though his prescriptions may be very 
wise in their application to another 
gate of facts, they are defective in 


their relevancy te the case before 
him. Ifa counsellor, in his argu- 
ment, is unhappy enough to mis- 
conceive all the facts in the case 
before him, though his. argument 
may be very learned and eloquent, 
though his exposition of legal prin- 
ciples may be very luminous, and 
bis illustration of them very forci- 
ble, yet he utters nothing to his pur- 
pose, because he utterly fails to 
state and unfold the points of his 
cause. So if a minister of the gos- 
pel should compose a sermon with 
eorrect taste and sound judgment, 
and should preach with distinguish- 
ed, ability, and yet lose sight of the 
difference between the righteous 
and. the wicked, he would not 
preach the gospel. Though rm 
sermon might be powerful and el- 
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oquent, if it were at all to the pur- 
pose, yet it loses all its persuasion 
for one obvious reason, and that is, 
he has heen preaching to nobody! ~ 
The righteous do not feel that he 
is addressing them. ‘There is not 
an individual in his auditory, who 
feels that he is sp yeaking to him.— 
Ile altogether misconceives tlie 
facts interwoven with his méssage, 
and therefore nothing that he says, 
comes ** home to the business and 
But where he recognises 
impresses this difference, he 
the of facts 
which it is impossible to gainsay, 
because every man has the evidence 
of them within himself. Ail the 
springs of action, and all the ay- 
enues tothe soul, are open to his 
influence, because he is able to in- 
dividualize his hearers, and make 
them sensible that there are real- 
ities within them, that correspond 
with the diversified and appropriate 
representations of the preacher 
without them. 

Of little moment is it, then, how 
or what a minister preaches, so long 
as he overlooks or misapprehe nds 
the momentous facts involved in 
this distinction. I would rather 
go into the pulpit with a jejune and 
disjointed ae and leave no 
other impression on my audience, 
than that every man whoheard me 
is either for God or against him:— 
than pronounce the most profound 
discussion of Clark, the most pol- 
ished discourse of Blair, or the 
most erudite of Horsely, and like 
them, leave an auditory bound to 
the judgment seat of Christ, un- 
penetrated and unimpressed by the 
fact, that there is a difference be- 
tween them, whose ultimate di- 
vergency is limited only by the joys 
of heaven, and the sorrows of hell. 

Further, without exhibiting this 
difference, preaching has a fearful 


bosom.”’ 
and 
becomes 


expositor 


| tendency to destroy men rather than 
| save them. 
| almost irresistable propensity in thé 


There is a strong and 





General Propensity to Petty Scandal. 


| 


human mind, to moral insensibility. 
The sinfulness of men, though their 
own, and though never involun- 
tary, operates as a kind of disease, 
moral malady and derangement, 
the effect of which is strong de- 
lusion that they should believe a 
lie. They imagine 
whole, while they have the plague 
of the heart, and there is no sound- 
ness intheir flesh. If they have 
wants, they are not felt: if they are 
in perils, they are not feared: if 
from the crown of their head to the 
soles of their feet, they are pol- 
luted with they think them- 
selves white assnow. They even 
exult in this fancied security, while 
the arrows of the dest 
ing thick around ther 
of deathis piercing them through. 
Now, with men wi! 


their 


' 
themselves 


Sin; 


royer are fly- 
1, and the sting 
g 


0 thus close 


eyes, and stop their ears, and 


harden their hearts, and 


who, just 
maintain their 

without em- 
e& the gospel, will assuredly 
hicht of it, the ministry of 
ihation have matnly to do. 
eir 


solo fF as th *v can 
ice and security 
ing 

> 8 
with them, is 


{ tl business 

to lull them into a deeper se- 
curity, b 
vince, and save them—** of some 
havi is compassion, and others, sav- 
ing with fear, pulling them out of 
the fire.” But who does not 
that the indis riminate instruction 
which fails to exhibit the difference 
bet een the righteous and the 
wicked, and which never makes it 
appear in its true importance, is 


t to alarm, awaken, con- 


see, 


only a pleasantand enchanting sone, | 


which quiets their apprehensions, 
and confirms them in their ground- 
less security? What method more 


=e med ee ace a antes 


fatal could a minister adopt, whose 
avowed purpose was to justify and 
increase their indifference and apa- 
thy ? Where are the assemblies 
who make a mock at all the solem- 
nities of experimental piety—to 
whom every faithful admonition is 
as sounding brass and tinkling 
cymbal—and who, while they can 
be agitated with keen emotions, 
when some trivial concern of time 
is set before them, are yet languid 
and listless, cold and unfeeling as 
a stone, when you speak to them of 
the realities of eternity; if not 
where ministers who know their 
Master’s will, perform it deceitful- 
ly—or where they represent the 
difference between the righteous 
and the wicked as the glowing im- 
agery of eastern hyperbole—or 
where false teachers lie in wait to 
deceive aad countervail the inter- 
dictions of the God of truth, by the 
primeval assurance of the father of 
lies, “Ye shall not surely die.” 
Such ministers are the malignant 
foes of their kind. Such ministers 
prowl around the fold of Christ, 
and go about seeking whom they 
may devour. It is impossible for 


| ministers to do greater injury to 
their fellow-men, than thus fo 


charm and fascinate the ear, while 
they strike the sting of death 


into the soul. ‘There is nothing 


| they can do half so injurious, as ‘to 
| suppress the truths which rob the 


wicked of all their consolation, or 
affirm the errors, which while the 


| quiet the enemies of God in their 


rebellion, authorize the mo that 
they may persevere in their hostili- 
ty and prosper. 


— ]_ oo 


ON THE GENERAL PROPENSITY 
PETTY SCANDAL. 

A great deal of care is taken to 
teach birds to talk. Some families 


of opulence and rank, are gaid to 


To 


devote much of their time to this 
species of education. This might 
not be altogether a loss of time, if 
they would teach their birds a few 
sound and pithy maxims for do- 
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mestic use, and the benefit of their 
visitants. 

In the city of London, as Gold- 
smnith informs us, two men, living 
directly opposite to one another,in 
the same street, had a quarrel, in 
consequence of the information, 
which one of them gave against the 
other, for not paying the duties on 
his liquors. ‘The aggrieved party, 
after teaching his parrot to repeat 
the ninth commandment, placed 
the cage at the frout of his house, 


General-Propensity of Petty 


so that, whenever the informer on | 


the opposite side of the street, 
stepped out of his own door, he 
heard from the parrot this admo- 
nition, Thou shalt not bear fulse 
witness against thy neighbour. 
This sacred precept is to be un- 
derstood as possessing a very w ide 
latitude of meaning; compre- 
hending not only perjury and 
gross calumny, which are both 
punishable by civil law, but also 
evil speaking, in all its multifari- 
ous shapes and degrees. It is ob- 
vious toremark, that although the 
prohibitory precepts in the eighth 
article, and the ninth, of the holy 
decalogue,are both levelled against 


evils that are alike prejudicial and | 


pernicious to society ; yet the laws 
of society take much more concern 
in the one, than in the other. Every 
well-regulated civil society arms 
itself against theft, and metes out 
punishment as well to petty pil- 

ferers, as to the highway robber ; 
and yet the violatiuns of the next 
succeeding article of Divine pro- 

hibition, pass, for the most part, 

without punishment, and almost 
without notice. At the same time, 
it is acknowledged, that money is 
trash, in comparison with charac- 

ter; so that he who steals the one 
does far less injury, than he who 
wounds the other. But, it is al- 

ledged, in excuse for this incon- | 


Seandal. 


competent to the task of taking 
cognizance of the violations of the 
niuth commandment, in a 
few ieetiientenil Genveukniten mity. 
It is said, that the trespasses of the 
tongue, in this way, are so innu- 
merable, diverse, and often- 
times so artful, that no legislator 
could classify them, and much less 
enact laws, that would reach them 
wholly, without destroying the lib- 
‘ And 
besides, there is, in society, much 
less aversion to evil speaking, than 
to theft. 
his 


save 


sO 


erty of speech altovether. 


If one have his money or 

he no sooner 
than his neigh 
bours join with him in searching 
for the thief, who, if found and 
convicted, is sure to be Pp inished; 
because common zeal, as well as 
common consent, take side against 
the culprit. But the pilfe 
character fare less hard ; 
er, they are tolerated, provided 
they manage with art and ad- 
dress, and mingle some wit with 
their malice or their levity. 

And as petty violations of this 
part of the decalogue, pass with 
impunity, so they also meet with 
encouragement. Few are alto 
gether with vut envy, which ever 
takes delight in a b: ickbiting or de- 
tracting tongue. Few are without 
some conscious and visible faults; 
and the faulty are naturally prone 
to take pleasure in the noticeable 
faults af others, as it tends to quiet 
them about their own. From these 
causes, and still oftener, perhaps, 
from thoughtless levity, encour 
agement is given, almost every 
where, to the. small dealers in de 
traction, who, all together, com 
pose a pretty numerous body. 

It requires no great stretch of 
charity to believe, that there are 
many persons, who have never 
been guilty of any openly dis 


goods stolen, 


makes it known, 


rers from 
or rath- 


sistency in the distribution of pun- | | honest action, and much less of 
ishments, that the civil law is in- | downright theft, Butit is to be ap 
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prehende «d, that there are very few 
indeed, who he ive never, in all their 
lives, borne 
their eree or 
manner, either by unwarrantably 
spreading evil reports, or else by 
giving too willing an 
der aud defamation. 
which most 


neighbour, in some deg 


ear to slan 
It is the evil 
7 besets 
which we are least apt to be aware, 
and whicl 


easily 


many men and women 
practice, without compunction,and 
almost without thought, although, 
in other respects, of apparently 
estimable characters. 

The preceding observations of 
the ibrier R: tay be 
considered as a comment upol 1 the 
words of the 


The 
wicked are estranged from the 
ey 20a fray, as soon as 
they be born, speaking lies.’ They 
will evidence, per- 


MARKER, 


Psalmist, 


Wins 


also fuluish 


From the Missionary Herald for Octobe 


AMERICAN BIBL! 

REPORT. 

The Ninth Annual Meeting of 
this Society noticed in the 
Herald for June, p. 184 Of 
the Report, which was then read, 
and has since been published, we 
shail insert an abstract, as 


SOCIErY<—NINTH 


was 


now 


full and explicit as the nature of 


our limits will permit. 

In the early part of the Report, 
there is a paragraph, which should 
not be forgotten. It is this: 

The Board of Managers are ful 
ly aware, that there is an opinion 
very currently circulated,and gen- 
erally received, that the receipts 
into the treasury, of free dona- 
tions and subscriptions, unbalanc- 
ed by any returns of value to the 


donors and subscribers, are very 


J alse witness against | 


us, of 
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| haps, that, if David spake in haste, 


he was from 


when he 


not far the truth, 
said, ** @// men are liars.’’ 
‘That human laws guard property 
so much more strictly than char- 
acter, and that human tribunals 
punish ‘heft so much more severe- 
ly than defamation, is a curious 
fact. ‘To account for it, in addi- 
tion to the reasons mentioned in 
the above extract, another might 
have been added; that is, the gen- 
eral prevalence of the dove of mon- 
ey. ‘Though all men have moral 
discernment, and most men will 
grant, that gold is dross compar- 
ed with character, yet itis but too 
apparent, that the mass of man- 
kind are wor shipper sof Mammon, 
on whose altar they do not hest- 
tate to sacrifice reputation, and, 
not unfrequently, even life itself, 
K.prror. 


ry 


> Satelligenes, 


great, amounting to almost the 
whole annual income. This opin- 


ion is both e foundedand ¢ injurious, 


| and should be fully examined and 


well 
of the 


friend 
it is wn- 


considered by every 
Bible Society. 


founde l, because the Society re- 


turns in value almost all that it re- 
ceives in money. ‘This may be 
fully unde rstood by areference to 
the accounts of receipts into the 
treasury, compared with the ac- 
count of sales and donations from 
the Society. It is injurious, as it 
makes a false impression or the 
miods both of the friends and en- 
emies of the Bible, in relation to 
our annual income, and counte- 
nances the belief that the Society 
has no necessity for increased re- 
This impression relaxes 
the efforts of the benevolent, turns 


sources. 
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the benefactions ef many into eth- 
er channels, misleads some auxj!- 
iaries, so far as to invest their sur- 
plus fuads, rather than transmit 
them toa treasury, supposed to be 
already overflowing; it induces 

others to neglect the collection of 
their annua! dues, and 

cease fram all operations! 

Of the 3 50,060 in the treasury 
of the Society, during the last 
year, only about $6500 were at 
the disposal of the Managers, to 
be applied, at their discretion, to 
the translating and printing of the 
Scriptures, in foreign languages, 
aud to the circulation of them in 
foreign parts, or in our own coun- 
try where there are no Auxiliary 
Societies formed, 
people are greatly in want of the 
Sacred Volume. 

Printing of the Scriptures, §c.— 
During the last year, there h 
been printe d at the De pository, 
Bibles in English, 
Bibles in Spanish, 
Testaments in English, 


2,000 

23,000 
Total, 

German Tes’ts purchased, 


48, 


i 


Total the past year, 
Which, added to the 


amount already printed 

or purchased, 403,552 
Makes a total of 451,902 

This is the result of the Socie- 


| ments were 
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issued from the De- 


| positury, the pent year, in the 


French, German, § 


| guages. 


Spanish, Portu- 
Gaelic, and Welsh lan- 
Also 651 copies of the 


guese, 


| Gospels in the Mohawk language, 


some to 
| Grand River, in Upper 


for the use of Indians at Greenbay, 
in the Michigan ‘Territory, at 
Canada, 


| and at Caghnawaga and St. Regis, 
| in Lower Canada. 


Demands for the 
How iim pot ‘tant a use is like to be 
found for the ste reotype plate s af 


Seriptures.— 


| the Spanish Bible, wi ill be perceiv- 
| ed by the following extracts. 


| vinces of 
and where the | 


ive 
|} ed—the 


09 7-70 } 


} fested 
750 | 
$00 | 


)} gradual 


‘The important communications 
received from the different pro- 
South America are well 
calculated to animate the hearts 
and hopes of all the friends of Bi- 
ble holiness. The ardour with which 
the Bible is sought for—and the 
rratitude with which-it is reeeiv- 
free introduction of the 
New Testament, or parts of it. in- 
to of the most important 
schools—the strong desire mani- 
by many have the 
whole Bible in the vernacular lan- 
guages of some of the most popu- 
lous and powerful provinces—the 
decline of prejudice and 


some 


to 


| op aialiaee~aal the cordial and 


affectionate co-operation of many 
of the most influential clergymen 


| and laymen, are encouraging In the 


; | a¢ 7a) 
| highest degree. 


ty’s proc eedings during its first | 


Q-6 


nine years.—Nearly 873,000 co- 
pies have been issued from the De- 
pository ° 


The Spanish Bible is the ver- | 


sion of Padre Scio, for which stere- 
otype. plates have been procured. 
Stereotype plates have also beenob- 


tained for a Pica New Testament, 


in octavo, of large full type, for 
the use of the aged; and plates for 
a Pocket Bible are now inac 
of preparation. 

A number of Bibles and. Testa- 


ny 
ua 


se | 


In addition to all 
this, the translation of the whole 
of the New ‘Testament into the 
Quichua, or Peruvian language, 
spoken by more than a million of 
intelligent people—the certain 
prospect of the speedy completion 
of the translation of the whole Bi- 
ble into that ancient and sacred 
language of the Incas, and also in- 
to the Aimara and Moxa langua- 


-| ges, spoken by more than two hun- 


dred thousand people—and the 
formation of a Bible Society in 
Caraccas, by the united exertions 
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of the priests and the laity of that | 
place—cannot fail to gladden the 
heart of every one who longs for 
the spiritual emancipation of all 
South America. Toward hasten- 
ing on this glorious result, your 
Board of Managers |) 
hundred dollars in aid 
mentioned translations. 

Your Board of Managers have 
information that the Bible 
ceived gladly in Patagonia, in the 
provinces on both sides of the Pa- 
rana, in Monte Video, Bahia, in 

» Brazils, in Valparaiso, Chili, 
across the Andes into Mendoza, 
and through all Mexico, 

In our own country, too, the de- 
mand is great. Asan illustration 
of this, we bring together several 
extracts 

It has beén the constant prac- 
tice, arid earnest endeavour of the 
Managers, to ascertain as far as 
practicable the wants of every séc- 
tion of the United States; and 
having ascertained them, to send 
relief, through their regularly ot 
ganized Auxiliary Societies, as far 
as their limited means enabled 
them. There has been no want 
of opportunity; for, had the funds 
placed at their disposal been ten 
fold, they would not have been 
sufficient to sup ply the ascertain- 
ed necessities of the UnitedStates. 

In one of our Western States, 
itis represented that more than 
sixty thousand readers are desti 
tute of the Holy Bible ; and in 
many districts of that state it is 
almost wholly unknown. Nor 
does it appear that the wants of 
that state are greater than the 
wants of some states. But 
a detailed account of the wants of 
every district, which have been 
spread out before us, would swell 
this report to a forbidden extent, 
and cast a gloom over the exercis- 
es of thishallowed morning. Yet 
still there are a few which 
May not be omitted. The state of 


voted five 


t the above 


is re- 


other 


cases 


| tern stateés. 
| Jersey, and almost within 


| den, 


551 


telligenee. 


Missouri, possessing a population 
of more than eighty thousand, has 
not in circulation ten thousand 


| Bibles; and the state of [llinois, 


containing nearly an equal popu- 


lation, does not possess an equal 


number of Bibles. 

In one district in Madison 
county, in the state of Alabama, 
containing 655 white inhabitants, 
there were found 69 Bibles; and 
nore than 2,000 were necessary 
to supply the wants of that coun- 
ty. 

Nor is this scarcity of the Holy 
Scriptures confined to the wes- 
In the state of New- 
sight 
of your Society’s house, in that 
region called the Pines, in Cam- 
Haddonfield, Clemington, 
Speedwell, &c. as we learn from 
the last report of the Nassau-Hall 
Bible Society, whose Agents have 


| have lately examined that district, 
| many families were found who did 
| not pvssess the Bible, and nota 


and 
which 


few who had never seen one! 
whole neighbourhoods in 


| there was not a single copy to be 


found! In all that part of the 


south-eastern section of the state, 


were very few copies of the Scrip- 
tures. 

In the state of New-York, too, 
there is a most deplorable scarci- 
y. In the county of Monroe there 
were found 1200 families desti- 
tute of the Bible. In the county 
of Jefferson, also, the town of 
Champion has not halfas many 
Bibles as readers.and in the citv of 
New-York, after all that has been 
done in it, and in a ward which 
has done more for its own supply 
than any other ward in the city, 
there were lately found in one 
section of a single street, and on 
one side of it, 46 families without 
the Oracles of God! These are 
but a few items in the appalling 
sum total of the want of the book 
of God in our ewn beloved country. 





Poetry, ol. 
In view of these affecting re- 
presentations, we know not how a 
deaf ear can be turned to the fol- 
lowing appeal of the Managers. 
The Managers have sometimes, 
from want of means, been obliged 
to reduce the ordinary amount of 
printing and binding 


breaks rapidly on 
the darkness of the mountains, 
while its glimmerings are reflect- 
ed into the gloom of many of the 
vallies, promising that the sun in 
his glory shall yet arise. Only 


last night we had renewed assur 


~ 


even toanj|ances that the universal cry 


inconvenient degree; and some 
times to borrow money to carry on | trict of Hawaii is, “ give us teach- 


| 
the business thus diminished; and | ers—give us books;” and on step- 
| 


throughout the broad spread dis 


even now, the Depository is al- 
most empty. If the Society had 
tenfold the amount of the present 


income, its operations could be 


ping into the street this morning, 
the first salutation I received was 
accompanied with an earnest re 
quest ** for the ro pel of Jesus.’ 
proportionably increased. The at- | Such are our prospects, and such 
tention of the public is affection- 
ately invited to this statement. 


are our hopes, and with them, we 


cannot be * weary in well doing. 


meme As l find if impossible to write to 
SANDWICH ISLANDS. 

Extract of a Letter from Rev. C, S. 
Stewart, dated Honururu. Nov. 26, 
1824. to a friend in New. Haven 
The cause of the Lord still 

prospers in the eyes of the Gen 

tiles, and though yet only watch 
men of the night. we can confident- 
ly exclaim—** the morning com- 


any other of my friends at New 
Haven by the present opportuni 
tv. | would beg you to give my 
warmest remembrance and gratit 
ude to them all. Let all who 
i » Lord and Saviour Jes 
AnOow oul ort and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, have the assurance of my 


love. Rel. Int. 


ORIGINAL PCETRY. 
FOR THE NOPKINSIAN MAGAZINE | They goash their teeth against his 


THE BATTLE OF THAT GREAT cATONE ‘ : 
DAY.—AMev. xvi. 12 - 2). Hell claims the glory; earth, the crown 


Satan his ensigns spreads afar 


} 


Refore the heavens and earth were made, ; ; 
His bold expluits begin the war 


The plan of all his works God laid ; 

Wisdom and goodness form the plan, | God sits unmovd ; his throne is strong 
Glory to God and peace to man | He smiles; and thus sautes his Son :— 
Go in thy power; the warfare close ; 


But hell and earth in wrath arise ; , : 
Chy friends protect; destroy thy foes 


His will and counsel they despise 

To war—they cry ; for arms-they call, | Satan, thy hand from Heaven has 

Now smite his saints ; his saints shall fa!) thrown ; 

On earth be wars against thy crown 

Che earth is thine; there fix thy reign ; 
name ; Nor let one foe on eurth remain 

They hate his Son, they scorn his blood ; SERAIAH 

And, in their hearts, they say—.JVo God Massachusetts, tet Nov. 1825 


Such is their boast and such their aim; 
God’s saints they hate, they hate his 


Errata.--p. 522. for, well known Text, read, well chosen Text.--p. 525, first 
column, |. 20 for their, read the,—and |. 34. for includes, read include. 

1V'0 Correspondents.—Two or three numbers of the Magazine have issued later 
than the time set. on account of the failure of hands in the printing office. The 
Remaiks of S. J. are received ; but being partly in cypher, they must be transcrid- 
ed, ifinserted; a task, which we may not find me to perform.---Senatan has our 
thanks for the few lines of good, o:iginal Poetry, inserted tn this number - an arti 
ele very valuable, because very scarce. J. will find his remarks on John, iv. 19, in 
our number for March, p..349, but hie Exposition we do not recollect having sven. 





